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on this roller, or the bars of iron on which the boxes are placed, both for
introduction and removal from the furnace, are rested and moved on the

rollers.                          ......

The charging and the discharging of the boxes is facilitated in furnaces
having a movable body mounted on a car which can be removed from the
furnace with its whole charge. This arrangement is, however, rarely used in
furnaces of small or medium dimensions, in which the difficulties of charging
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are not such as to justify the greater complexity and the greater cost of
equipment and maintenance which the movable body entails. It is, on the
other hand, now adopted almost always in furnaces intended for the cementa-
tion and the thermal treatment of large sized pieces, such as armor plate.

Furnaces in which solid fuel is used directly for heating are at present little
used, on account of the greater difficulty of obtaining a uniform heating of the
whole masses contained in the laboratory and in avoiding the so-called "heat-